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950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Attomney General;

['am writing to urge the Department to investigate and prosecute, where appropriate,
individuals under U.S. jurisdiction who participated in the so-called Free Gaza Flotilla
that was stopped by Isracli forces and diverted to the port of Ashdod on May 31,

As you know, Section 303 of the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penaity Act of 1996
provides for criminal penalties for anyone subject to U.S. jurisdiction who provides
material support or resources to a designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO), or
who attempts or conspires to do so. The Hamas organization, which effectively controls
the Gaza temritory, was first designated an FTO by the Secretary of State in 1997,

The participants in the Gaza flotilla knew that the materials on the ships in the flotilla
were intended to be provided to the Hamas organization. The Israeli government and the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency provide legitimate channels for aid via land
routes. These allow for proper inspection and safeguards to prevent weapons smuggling
and direct assistance to Hamas. By attemnpting to bypass legitimate channels, which were
offered to the flotilla by the Israeli government,’ the flotilla participants in effect were

attempting to provide assistance directly to Hamas.

Severa] of the flotilla participants have contacts with the Hamas organization. Photos
from an early Free Gaza visit to Israel shows members of the group, including a U.S.
participant in the latest flotilla, meeting with Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and receiving -
medals from the group.? The Isracli government has described a U.S. national participant
in the flotilla as a Hamas operative who intended to enter Gaza for the purposes of
conducting terrorist activity.* In addition, an Iranian national residing in the United
States who participated in the flotilla has been accused by the Israclis of attempting 10
smuggle forbidden electronic equipment into the territory.’
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One of the groups responsible for organizing the flotilla, the Insani Yarhim Vakfi (THH)
was accused in testimony provided by a highly respected French counter-terrorism jurist
of playing “an important role” in planning the Al Qaeda millennium plot.® The umbrella
organization to which IHH belongs, the Union of Good, was designated under Executive
Order 1 73224 in 2008 by the Treasury Department ~ specifically for being a fundraiser for
Hamas. '

There are appropriate channels for providing aid to the people of Gaza. Americans that
arc moved to help should be encouraged to provide assistance through these channels and
discouraged in the strongest possible ways from providing the assistance in 2 manner that
will aid Hamas,

I thank you for your attention to this request and look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress

118 U.S.C. 2339B.
2 The Israeli government offered numerous times to provide for the delivery of the aid to the Gazan people

through the existing land corridor if the flotilla ships were 10 be diverted to the Israeli Port of Ashdod. and
did tn fect do so once the ships were seized in the May 31 raid. Similarly, a subsequent vessel, the Rache!
Corrie, was peacefully diverted by the Israeli forces to Ashdod o thal the aid could be delivered through
legitimate chaunels.
3 See June 2 briefing by the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Bay Area, available at
htt_p:llwww.thqisraelproject.org/atf/cfl%7884dc5887-7410-4056-8:191-
23891 64bc94e%7D/ICRCH20SF%20BRIEFING%200N% 20 THE®20GAZA %20FLOTILLA%20CRISIS
.PDF
; See June 6 Israeli Defense Briefing (attached)

Ibid.
¢ This testimony i5 available at
hitp://seattletimes.owsoutce.com/artnews/nation_world/terroristwithinftestimony I6.pdf
7 Sec Trensury Press Release hitp://iweas.gov/press/re /ip] 267.R1m.
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Several Flotlila Passengers are Active terror Operatives linked to Al-Qaeda,
Hamas, and other Organizations
(Communicated by the IDF Spokesperson)

The following passengers on board the Mavi Marmara are known to be involved
in terrorist activity. The Mavi Marmara attempted to break the maritime closure
on the Gaza Strlp on Monday, May 31, 2010, and was boarded by Israe! Navy

forces.

Fatima Mahmadi (born 1979), is a United States resident of Iranian origin, and
an active member of the organization "Viva Palestine", she attempted to smuggle
forbidden electronic components into the Gaza Strip.

Ken O'Keefe (Born 1969), an American and British citizen, is a radical antl-Israel
activist and operative of the Hamas terror organization. He attempted to enter the
Gaza Strip in order to form and train a commando unit for the Palestinian terror

organization.

Hassan lynasi (bom 1982), a Turkish citizen and activist in a Turkish charity
organization, is known of providing financial support to the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad terror organization.

Hussein Urash, a Turkish citizen and aclivist in the [HH organization, was on his
way to the Gaza Strip in order to assist in smuggling Al-Qaeda operatives via
Turkey into the Strip.

Ahmad Umimon (born 1959), is a French citizen of Moroccan origin, and an
operative of the Hamas terrorist organization.
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

November 29, 2010

The Honorable Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sherman:

This responds to your letter to the Attorney General dated June 9, 2010, requesting that
the Department of Justice investigate and prosecute, where appropriate, individuals subject to
U.S. jurisdiction who participated in the May 31, 2010 Free Gaza Flotilla, We apologize for our
delay in responding to your letter,

The Department examines potential violations of the material support statute, consistent
with the Principles of Federal Prosecution, to determine whether the available admissible
evidence is sufficient to prove a criminal violation over which United States courts have
jurisdiction. . See United States Attorneys’ Manual §§ 9-27.001-9-27.760. As a matter of
longstanding Department policy we cannot comment on whether or not a particular matter is
under investigation. Please be assured that the Department is committed to the vigorous
enforcement of our nation's anti-terrorisin laws,

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide additional assistance
regarding this, or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: bounce-850402-2219698@list.whitehouse.gov on behalf of White House Press Office
[whitehouse-lists-noreply@list. whitehouse.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, june 09, 2010 1:43 PM

To: ) Miller, Matthew A

Subject: FW: Foreign pool report

----- Original Message-----

From: Hisham Bourar [mailto:hbourar@alhurra.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2010 1:41 PM

To: Finkenbinder, Benjamin N.; Hogan, Katherine J,
Subject: Foreign pool report

The pool was ushered in the oval office at 11:59 am, just minutes after UNSC vote on new Iran
sanctions. POTUS made sure he doesn't get asked about the issue since he is giving a
statement in the Diplomatic room later. _

Obama started by pralsing President's Abbas effforts in "strengthening security” and
"improving the economic situation for his people”.

Obama announced additional $40@ million dollars in assistance for housing, school
construction and business development in Gaza and West Bank.

He called the status quo in Gaza unsustainable and said that he is discussing with European
partners, Egypt, Israel and the Palestinians a better approach that takes into account the
security concerns of Israel and the needs of people in Gaza.

With regard to the investigation into Gaza-bound flotilla raid, he stressed the importance
for everybody to know the facts and make sure a similar incident does not happen in the
future- in accordance with standards called for by UNSC.

Obama also talked about possibility of "real progress” in Israeli-Palestinian talks before

the end of the year,

President of the Palestinian Authority Mahmoud Abbas called for lifting the Israeli blockade
and opening Gaza crossings.

he also said that he has no preconditions and that he will be willing to transition to direct
talks once there is progress in proximity talks.

The two leaders took one question each.
Spotted in the oval office Dennis Ross special adviser for the Persian Gulf and Southwest

Asia (which includes Iran) and Rashad Hussein, special envoy to the Organization of Islamic
Conference.

Hisham Bourar

White House Correspondent
Alhurra Television

7600 Boston Blvd
Springfield, vA 22153

703-852-9306(0)

—(M)IFOIA Exemption 6|

This electronic mail (e-mail) transmission is meant solely for the

person(s) to whom it is addressed. It contains confidential information that may also be
legally privileged. Any copying, dissemination or distribution of the contents of this e-mail
by anyone other than the addressee or his or her agent is strictly prohibited. If you have

1
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received this e-mail in error, you are directed to notify me immediately by telephone,
facsimile and/or e-mail and to purge the original and all copies thereof. Thank you. Internet
communications are not assured to be secure or clear of inaccuracies as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses.
Therefore, we do not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions that are present in
this email, or any attachment, that have arisen as a result of e-mail transmission
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: bounce-850931-2219698@list.whitehouse.gov on behalf of White House Press Office
[whitehouse-lists-noreply@list. whitehouse. gov]
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2010 §:33 PM
To: Miller, Matthew A
Subject: Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's investigation into the fiotilla incident
THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 13, 2010

Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel’s investigation into the flotilla incident

Today, the Government of Israel took an important step forward in proposing an independent public
commission to investigate the circumstances of the recent tragic events on board the flotilla headed for Gaza.
Through a presidential statement of the United Nations Security Council, the United States joined the
international community in condemning those acts which led to nine fatalities and many injuries on board the
flotilla, and supporting the completion of a prompt, impartial, credible, and transparent investigation.

We believe that Israel, like any other nation, should be allowed to undertake an investigation into events that
involve its national security. Israel has a military justice system that meets international standards and is capable
of conducting a serious and credible investigation, and the structure and terms of reference of Israel’s proposed
independent public commission can meet the standard of a prompt, impartial, credible, and transparent
investigation. But we will not prejudge the process or its outcome, and will await the conduct and findings of
the investigation before drawing further conclusions.

While Israel should be afforded the time to complete its process, we expect Israel’s commission and military
investigation will be carried out promptly. We also expect that, upon completion, its findings will be presented
publicly and will be presented to the international community.

HH#
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: Ambinder, Marc [mambinder@nationaljournal.com]

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:26 PM

To: Ambinder, Marc

Subject: The Night Beat, 6/1: What Israeli intelligence Sald About The Flotilla

/fwww.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/10/06/the-night-beat-what-israeli-intelli -thought-they-knew-about-the-ships/57544/

The Night Beat; What Israeli Intelligence Thought They Knew About The Ships
JUN 12010, 10:05 PMET| Comment

Good evening,

By a significant margin, the administration’s national security establishment is paying more attention to the troubles in on the Korean
peninsula than they are the near-term ramifications of Israel's actions in international waters. It is what it is. The limits of how the
Obama government communicates with Americans about the Middle East are also apparent. But there's no real mystery to what the

US is trying to say.

The U.S. supports Israel and certainly the president understands why President Netanyahu had to cancel his visit tonight. P.J. Crowley,
the assistant secretary of state for public affairs, tweeted this tonight, directly acknowledging and affirming one point of view:

"Re: Free #Gaza #Flotilla, #SecClinton expressed deep regret over the loss of civilian life; U.S. supported the quick response at the
#UN'H

Code word: UN,
Not in the Tweet or in any statement from anyone in the US government: "U.N. investigation."

The reference to the UN response (which, thanks to the US, did not directly condemn the govemment,‘; sent a message of displeasure
to Israel. President Obama called for an "impartial” investigation. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton mused that there might be some
"international component to it."

Israel does not trust international investigations, particularly those carried out at the behest of the UN. So the message, quite clear to
Israel was: you're getting a chance to put your affairs in order and do an investigation the right way. If you can't, there's not much we
can do to stop something that is beyond your control.

Israeli officials are privately telling their international counterparts that they had intelligence that Hezbollah operatives were hidden
among the crew and passengers of several ships. The initial plan was to board all the ships, separate the alleged terrorists, bring the
flotilla to Ashdod, and then deal separately with the Gaza activists. But the intelligence was apparently non-specific, the commandos
were trigger-happy and tense (unusually so for the Israelis) and they did not anticipate that passengers and crew on one of the ships
would turn against them. A cascade of failures, unclear rules of engagement and a climate of tension --> a tragedy.

For a fascinating perspective on Isracl's efforts to use social media to communicate today, see here:
g P y
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: Ambinder, Mar¢ [mambinder@nationaljournal.com]

Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 8:42 PM

To: Ambinder, Marc; marc.ambinder@gmail.com

Subject: The Night Beat, 6/14: What To Expect For Obama; Amos As CMC; A Court Will Hear A

Rendition Case, But Not In This Country

http://www theatlantic.com/politics/archive/1 0/06/the-night-beat-what-to-expect-from-obama-tomorrow/38148/

The Night Beat: What to Expect From Obama Tomorrow

Jun 14 2010, 8:40 PM ET | Comment
Good evening. On the Night Beat:

Non-Responsive

DeptofJustice-OIP 0010
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: Mike Allen [mallen@politico.com)
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 10:01 AM
To: Miller, Matthew A

Date; 05/31/2010 09:56 AM

ML--APNewsAlert/22
Israeli prime minister's office says he's canceling White House visit to deal with Gaza crisis

JERUSALEM (AP) - Israeli prime minister's office says he's canceling White House visit to deal with Gaza crisis.

Copyright 2010 The Associated Press.
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